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completely* Woman only attains her full individuality at
the moment when she gives herself. The day when her honour
is no longer placed beneath her navel, she shall be free, and
perhaps also in better health/' And elsewhere he added: "In
Europe, human intercourse is a result of love. In Oceania,
love is a result of intercourse. Which is right; He or she who
gives their------commits a little Sin, and that even is debatable.
In any case, Sin is completely redeemed by the most beautiful
act in the world, creation, an act that is divine in the sense chat
it is the continuation of the v/ork of the Creator. He or she
who sells their body commits therefore a true sin. This act of
venality degrades them and places rhem below the animals/'
The attitude of the world to sex had always been of profound
interest to Gauguin. His own interest in it he had placed
among his three cardinal occupations and like many who
possess a physical necessity in excess or their neighbours he
had also a greater understanding and tolerance for its many
manifestations than those sections of the world whose interest
is secondary or minimal. More perhaps as a general statement
of his views than as a private note for his daughter, he asked:
"Was it really God who punished Sodom: For myself I believe
it was a woman. Otherwise Lesbos would not have survived*
For what purpose do legislators meddle, I would like to know?
Where does vice begin, where does it finish? If there are
revolting vices, it must also be admitted that the liberty of
the flesh should exist. Otherwise it is a revolting slavery/'
His attitude towards capital punishment provoked an original
thought: "The executioner is a murderer; nothing more or less,
provided that he kills in order to earn his living. The assassin
who kills to earn his living is more worth while than the exe-
cutioner, for he has risks and the executioner has none/1
The memory of his poverty and suffering in the winter
of 1885-86 with his son Clovis had never left him. Aline
could have known little of it at that time, but must have
heard of it, particularly when Clovis had died, for Mette had
felt that his death was in part due to those privations. The